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Invited by anybody else but Gurjaras. Rest of the brahmins have to offer
piiidas to sparrows. The second day's pindas should be offered In Phalguni
river only and not at any other place. The Gayavali who attends on the
ceremony to be performed by us will call other Gayavalis to the sacred feast. If
we call them nobody will come. This Is their understanding. Even If a lakh
Gayavalis meet the pilgrim parties on the way, the leader of the party of
pilgrims can name one of the gayavalis as his gayavali and reject all others.
There Is no restriction here as in KasI and Pravaffa.
*       C3
Third day we went to the Preta Parvata which is six miles north of the
city. Near the foot of the mountain there is a fine pit known as Brahma-
gundam. For pilgrims on Gaya pilgrimage a person called s Pinda Pichhi3
is arranged by the Gayavalis. That man arranges Pindas that are to be offered
on each day according to the custom and if It Is for brahmins rice and if it Is
for others barley powder, gingili seeds, sacrificial grass, ghee, honey every-
thing arranged in an earthen pot. Those who perform Astagaya offer him
two rupees and likewise another two rupees are to be given to the priest known
as shodasi who carries with him this pot containing the articles and follows us.
On the way to the Preta mountain Pindas are to be offered at two places. So
we have to take our bath in the Brahmagunda and cook food in two pots.
Pindas are offered at Brahmagunda from one of the pots and the other pot is for
offering on the top of the mountain. There are 300 steps to the mountain
and it Is strainsorne to ascend the stairs. As there is no provision for taking a
bath on the top of the mountain we have to go by foot and cannot go
by palanquin. Those who have no work are not permitted by the government
people to accompany us. Even if a servant conies to attend on us he will be
charged Rs. 3J and issued a chit called c Amrahl'. If wife and others follow
each one will have to pay Rs. 3-J and separate chits have to be obtained. I
have tried to some extent to remove this obstacle and get a free passage for
anybody who wishes to go. God may help. On the top of the mountain there
is the c Swarna Reka ' (Streak of Gold) under a stone pavilion. 'Pindas4 are
to be offered from the second pot here.
There is another sect of Gayavali here known as Preta Gayavalis.
They demand more, at the time of offering Pindas. Two rupees is the fixed
rate for them at the time of Ashtagaya. We have to pay that amount. Ther
is custom here of these Preta Gayavalis giving us blessings of good reward. A
soon as the offering of Pinda, they move their hand round and utter the word
' Bham * closing the mouth with the hand and tell us that our departed elders
reached their abode in heaven. As soon as the offering of Pindas was over
there was no need to observe purity (Madi). I came down along with my
womenfolk on palanquins.
There is a loose talk here that Preta Gayavalis are the illegitimate
progeny of the Gayavalis. I have written previously that Brahma created
the holy priests to conduct the Yagna. These Gayavalis are it appears, the
descendants of those priests. Gayavalis are thus called as c Brahma Kalpita